
PGW Open Evening – A Level History  

Subject at a glance 

Exam Board – AQA  

Entry Requirement – Level 4+  

Do you enjoy History? 
Are you willing to put the hard work in? 
Do you enjoy essay writing and reading? 
Are you prepared to challenge yourself? 

Are you dedicated? 
 

Component 1 (Breadth Study): The British Empire c1857-1967 

The study of significant historical developments over a period of 
around 100 years and associated interpretations. 

• Why did the British Empire grow and contract? 
• What influenced imperial policy? 
• What part did economic factors play in the development of the British Empire? 
• How did the Empire influence British attitudes and culture? 
• How did the indigenous peoples respond to British rule? 
• How important was the role of key individuals and groups and how were they 

affected by developments? 

Written Exam – 2 hours and 30 minutes  

80 marks – 40% of A-Level  

Component 2 (Depth Study): Democracy and Nazism Germany 1918-1945 

The study in depth of a period of major historical change or development and associated 
primary evidence. 

This option provides for the study in depth of a period of German history during which a 
newly developed democratic form of government gave way to a dictatorial Nazi regime. It 
explores political concepts such as 'right' and 'left', nationalism and liberalism as well as 
ideological concepts such as racialism, anti-Semitism and Social Darwinism. It also 
encourages reflection on how governments work and the problems of democratic states as 
well as consideration of what creates and sustains a dictatorship. 

Written Exam – 2 hours and 30 minutes  

80 marks – 40% of A-Level  

Component 3 Historical Investigation (Coursework)  

Topic – The Witchcraft Craze in Britain and Europe during c1550 to 1660.   

40 marks – 20% of A Level  
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